Y.\ PEARL

V‘V BRITISH ACADEMY

Parent
Information Pack
2024-2025

pearlbritishacademy.ae



Table of
Contents

n Principal’'s Message

H Meet our Senior Leadership Team

n Welcome from the Parents Committee | Student Leadership
n Parent Portal Information

n Registration Forms/Documents Checklist

n Curriculum Information

m Parents/Guardian ID

m School Uniform

m Bus Information | Bring your Own Device | School Supplies
m Darna Rewards | Online Education Platforms

m School Day

m Payment Information

m ADEK Rating | BSO Rating | Key Contacts

Yol
~N
o
o~
:
~F
~N
o
o~
x
&)
<
o
=z
o
—
<
=
o
o
W
=z
—
=z
w
o
<
o

PARENT INFORMATION PACK | 2024-2025




Principal’'s Message

| am both delighted and honored to have the opportunity to lead Pearl British Academy into the next exciting stage
of its journey.

Since graduating from the University of Newcastle, | have worked in senior management positions across the UAE
and the UK and possess a strong background in coaching and leading successful teams. | am wholly committed to
ensuring an excellent primary education that provides both breadth and rigor for every student, enabling them to
reach their true potential.

With 20 years of experience in education, | firmly believe that education is one of the most valuable assets one can
possess. | fully endorse Aldar Education’s vision that our purpose is to empower the next generation to shape our
future. | am deeply dedicated to the children in my care and strive to ensure that our core values underpin everything
we aspire to achieve as a respectful, caring, resilient, and aspirational school community.

Pearl British Academy is an extraordinary learning community, where we nurture our learners through collaboration,
leadership, and creativity while working diligently to foster excellent relationships. | strongly believe in the importance
of education as a partnership between home and school, and we actively seek and value your engagement and
support.
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Amy Coleman
Principal, Pearl British Academy
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Meet our Senior Leadership Team

Miss Samantha Hughes-Lewis is the Vice Principal of Pearl British Academy and is responsible for student achievement. She has
worked at Pearl British Academy for 6 years and has lived in Abu Dhabi for 10 years.

Miss H-L has been a teacher for 17 years and has lived and taught in schools all over the world. She spent five years teaching
in London, where she trained to be a teacher, and four years living in the French Alps, teaching at a large international school in
Geneva, Switzerland. She has also taught in France, Austria, Germany and Nepal! Her management roles in other schools have
included Assistant Principal, Assistant Headteacher, Head of Primary Curriculum, Head of Year 6, Head of Pastoral and Head of
English, Maths, Music, Languages and Computing.

Miss H-L loves kitesurfing and skiing in her free time. She speaks French and German and is also a keen musician - leading the
school band!

Samantha

Hughes-Lewis

Vice Principal As a member of the school's Senior Leadership team, Miss H-L works hard with her colleagues to develop the schools ethos

and implement the school's development plan. She enjoys her role at Pearl British Academy because she loves working with our
amazing children, families and staff.
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Louise Elizabeth

Kershaw
Head Of STEM

Siobhan Ann

Tunley
Head of Key Stage Two

Miss Kershaw has been a teacher for 15 years. She trained in London and spent her first 5 years teaching there. She worked across
primary age groups with children mostly new to England and learning the English language. During her time there she helped set
up new schools and nurseries to accommodate the expanding population.

In 2014, Miss Kershaw moved to the UAE with her son Max. She completed her Masters in Technology and Educational Design
while here and worked in various middle and senior leadership roles, supporting staff and children with the English National
ccurriculum. During the pandemic Miss Kershaw supported students and teachers with e-learning and is passionate about
technology supporting learning.

Miss Kershaw enjoys outdoor activities including running and scuba diving. She likes to travel and is a keen environmentalist. She
brings her passion for protecting the environment and using innovative technologies to find sustainable and eco-friendly lifestyle
choices into the classroom.

Miss Siobhan Tunley is Head of Key Stage Two and has held the position for the last three years. She has been at the school for
seven years. In her role, Miss Tunley works as part of the SLT team to help develop and support our child centred and enriched
curriculum with a focus on our Key Stage Two children.

Miss Tunley has been a teacher for 12 years and holds 3 degrees including a Master’s in Education. She is passionate about
all aspects of education. She has lived in Abu Dhabi for seven years with her daughter and has taught in schools all over the
world; England, China and Japan. Having such a broad experience of teaching, Miss Tunley has learnt that teaching is not just an
occupation, itis a commitment to every child. A responsibility to develop their moral, social and cultural values, teaching them vital
skills, helping them to develop a high self-expectation and creating independence.

In her spare time Miss Tunley loves to scuba dive, free dive, rock climb, snowboard, build Lego and try new adventures and
experiences.
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Jaskirn Singh
Head of EYFS

Maha Jallad
Head of MOE
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Kate Maguire
Head of Digital
Transformation/STEM
and Head of Science

Miss Jaskirn Kaur Singh is Head of the Early Year Foundation Stage (EYFS) in The Pearl Academy. Miss Singh joined the school in
2021 as an FS2 class teacher and is delighted to lead a team of outstanding practitioners across the early years. She has a passion
for Early Years education and child-centered learning, where every child is inspired and supported to reach their potentialin a safe,
secure and nurturing environment.

Miss Singh is currently completing her National Professional Qualification for Senior Leadership [NPQSL) with the University of
Central London and, gained a BH(Hons) in Education and a Primary PGCE at Roehampton University in London. Miss Singh has
lived in Abu Dhabi for 10 years and has taught and managed several international schools across the emirate.

Mrs Maha holds a Bachelor Degree of Science from Al Yarmouk University, Jordan, a Bachelor of Education in Arabic Language
and Islamic Studies from Al Hosn University, UAE, as well as an Advanced Instructional Leadership of Professional Diploma. With
more than 25 years of experience in teaching and leadership gained through working in different British curriculum schools in the
UAE, Mrs Maha has developed her skills in implementing meaningful learning experiences for children.

She joined The Pearl Academy in its second year 2008 and says It has been a great pleasure to witness the growth and success of
the school as the years have progressed. Joining the Pearl was my choice to develop myself and my career further, and it has been
a pleasure to work and grow in such a nurturing environment.

“I am always keen to further my knowledge and development to enhance the student’s learning experience.”

Miss Kate Maguire is Head of Digital Transformation/STEM and Head of Science at Pearl British Academy from August 2021 and
joined our school in 2018.

Miss Maguire has been a teacher for 7 years and holds a PGCE in Primary Education. She has a keen interest in STEM subjects and
will be working closely with the SLT team to develop the digital advancement of teaching and learning encouraging an innovative
curriculum through Enquiry based learning.

She enjoys Scuba Diving, reading and building Lego in her spare time.
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Anna Kantor
Operations Site Manager

Yvonne 0’Donoghue
Head of Inclusion

Eleanore Barker
Head of Pastoral

With over 19 years of leading operations in the hospitality and aviation industry, my focus is to provide a safe and enriching
environment for the children and staff of Pearl Academy and to support academic excellence in the classroom.

I do believe that every child is here to learn and grow. My role is to lead a great operations team ensuring that the academic team
has the right support to deliver great lessons and outstanding education for the children to develop themselves into the ladies and
gentlemen of tomorrow.

From executing the movement from the Pearl Academy campus, my main aim is to drive service culture at every step. We are
constantly working with our facility and health and safety teams to enhance the infrastructure and environment thus providing a
superior experience for our children, parents, and staff.

This is my 19th year in the UAE, therefore, it is home away from home. Another interesting fact-l hold a bachelor’s degree in
Alternative Medicine and Surgery. You can address me as a doctor as well. | am looking forward to enjoying the beautiful journey
at Aldar with all of you.

Miss Donoghue has a BA in Pastoral Care, an MA in Special Education Needs and Behaviour Management, CELTA, and PGCE.

Ms Donoghue taught in her native Ireland for three years, before moving to the UAE in 2002 where she taught Key Stage 1 and 2 in
Sharjah and Learning Support in Dubai. In 2010, Ms Donoghue moved to Malaysia to work for the Ministry of Education as a teacher
trainer, mentor and facilitator in local primary schools.

Returning to the UAE in 2011, Ms Donoghue joined a school in Dubai and worked as part of the Student Support Services team,
before becoming the director.

Miss Donoghue enjoys a sense of community, inclusiveness and positivity. She appreciates a learning environment that is flexible
and driven by students and all elements of achievement are celebrated equally.

Mrs. Barker joined Pearl British Academy six years ago and is Head of Pastoral Care. She has lived in Abu Dhabi for eleven years,
moving here to gain a deeper understanding of international education. Mrs. Barker has a BA Hons in Ancient History and PGCE in
Primary Education from the University of Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, UK.

Throughout her career, spanning over fourteen years, Mrs. Barker has had many leadership roles including Head of Key Stage
One, Head of Key Stage 2, Assessment Coordinator and leading Teaching and Learning by implementing policies and initiatives.
Mrs Barker is passionate to be the Head of Pastoral Care because it allows her to work, inspire and motivate pupils throughout
the school.

Working alongside our staff Mrs. Barker has enabled the team to further enhance our pastoral care and ensure a smooth transition
from one year to the next. Mrs. Barker is here to support all students every step of the way by encouraging them to achieve their
full potential.
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® Welcome from the
Parents Committee

Parent Testimonials

“ | am very happy at The Pearl British Academy because of
several factors. Most importantly, my children love going to
school every day. All the staff are incredibly supportive and
helpful- admin, teachers, CAs, management and green team -
everyone.

The education that The Pearl offers is of high standards and the
way the curriculum is taught is always exciting and fun for the
kids. The community we have at The Pearl is the best! @@
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@ Student Leadership

Student Leadership opportunities are taken seriously at The Pearl.

Our students actively lead the way through various roles as members of the
Pearl Parliament (School Councill, Eco Ambassadors and Reps, Culture
Ambassadors and Reps, Playground Leaders, House Captains, Head and
Deputy Head Boy and Girl, Sports Captains and many other roles.
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EParent Portal Information

The Parent Portal

A key part of communication at The Pearl Academy occurs through the

Parent Portal. Use the following website to access the portal: https://portal.

aldaracademies.com

Through the portal you will be able to:

» View attendance information

» Access your child’'s termly school report
Seesaw application

» Receive the weekly newsletter

» Receive any letters regarding trips and year group or class event
information including class events etc.

» Reminders about events and activities for your child’s year group etc

Children’s Information on Microsoft Teams and Seesaw
Children from Year 3- 6 use Microsoft Teams channel for all communicatio
regarding their learning.

Please ensure we always have your preferred contact telephone numbers
and email address so that you do not miss any key information or
communication.

ORMATION PA
»

K

024-2025

-2025
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=1 Registration Forms/

Documents Checklist

In order to ensure the school has accurate and up to date information and
to enable the school to meet the requirements for registration with the
Department of Education and Knowledge (ADEK), it is essential that you
provide the following documents:

vVvyVvyyvyeypy

vVVvyVvVvVYY

Acceptance letter

Confirmation of payment slip

Student’s, father’s, and mother’s Emirates Identity Card front and back
Student’s, father’s and mother’s passport copy

Student's, father’s and mother’s residence visa (not applicable to

UAE Nationals)

Student's birth certificate

Student’'s immunization record

Your address location proof-either ADDC [electricity) bill or Tawtheeq
Passport size photograph of student

Copy of the two most recent school reports

Graduation requirements undertaking

Transfer certificate (applicable if current school is outside of Abu Dhabi)

Essential registration forms:

vVVvyVvVvVYY

>

Form 1: Parent security pass

Form 2: Student health record

Form 3: Consent medical issues

Form 4: Parental consent to administer emergency medication
Form 5: Learning support information

Form 6: Consent form for photography and images of children
Form 7: Consent form for use of photographic devices at school
events by parents

Form 8: ICT parents acceptable use agreement

For more information, please email:
admissions(@pearlbritishacademy.ae

PARENT INFORMATION PACK | 2024-2025




=] Curriculum Information

At Pearl British Academy, we follow two curricula: the English National
Curriculum (ENC) and the Curriculum of the Ministry of Education for the
United Arab Emirates. In Early Years, we follow the UK Early Years framework.

The English National Curriculum is organised in to three main age groups
called Key Stages:

» Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS): Nursery and Foundation Stage 2
» Key Stage 1: Year 1 and Year 2
» Key Stage 2: Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework supports an integrated
approach toearly learning and care. It gives all professionals a set of common
principles and commitments to deliver quality early education and childcare
experiences to all children.

ALDAR AC

Communication and
Language Development

Children are given
opportunities to experience a
rich language environment, to
dewvelop their confidence and

skills in expressing themselves.
They speak and listen in a
range of situations.

Personal, Social and

Emotional Development
Children develop a positive
‘sense of self, forming positive
relationships with others.
davalop social skills and learn
ow to manage their leellngs
Thay understand appropriate
behaviour in groups, and have
_confidence in their own
abilities . Understanding the World
Involves guiding children to
make sense of their physical
world and their community
through opportunities to

explore, observe, and find out
about peoples, places,
technology and the
environment.
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% Parents/Guardian ID

Upon registering at The Pearl Academy, each parent is required to
fillout the Adult Identification Form. Our team will then process your
Adult ID card to allow your safe access into the school’s premises.

Parents Security Pass

Please note a maximum of 3 security passes can be issued per
child. Additional and replacement for lost cards will be subjected
to 50 dhs fees. Please collect your Parents Security Pass from the
school receptionist.
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Insert Photograph

Relationship to Child

Mobile Number

Insert Photograph

Relationship to Child

Mobile Number

Insert Photograph

{ .
W ALDAR |
¢

Relationship to Child

Mobile Number

{
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School Uniform
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KHAKI BERMUDA KHAKI SKORT KHAKI PINAFORE =
SHORT GIRLS GIRLS =
BOYS & GIRLS FS1- YEARG FS1-YEARG =
L YEART - YEARG —
<
V-NECK NAVY BLUE FLEECE HOODY =
SWEATER CARDIGAN BOYS & GIRLS L=
WITH PIPING GIRLS FS1-YEAR 6 o
BOYS & GIRLS FS1-YEAR 4 L
FS1- YEAR 6 =z
—
=z
[WE]
T T, P "N P o
) ‘ \ DRESS POLO T-SHIRT
\\ \ | \ i y FS1&FS2 BOYS & GIRLS <
FS1- YEARG o
P.E. T-SHIRT |
BOYS & GIRLS !
FS1-YEAR S - =
i
| ill -
BLACK BLACK LEGIONNAIRE
BOOKBAG BAGPACK CAP
WITH LOGO WITH LOGO FS1-YEARG
FS1-YEARG FS1-YEAR13

P.E. T-SHIRT P.E. SHORT BLACK SWIMMING BLACK
BOYS & GIRLS ~ BOYS & GIRLS RAMPERS TRUNKS SWIMMING
FS1-YEAR 6 FS1-YEAR 6 GIRLS BOYS COSTUME BASEBALL CAP
GFORCE P.E. FS1-YEAR 13 FS1-YEAR 6 FS1-YEAR13 YEAR1-YEAR6
TRACK PANTS
BOTS & GIRLS SPORTS BAG BLACK P.E/
FS1-YEAR 6 WITH LOGO SWIM BAG
FS1-YEAR13 WITH LOGO
FS1-YEAR13

You can purchase items online HERE.
Alternatively, you can visit Magrudy's store in Al Wahda Mall.
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https://www.magrudy.com/uniformlist?category1=School%20Uniforms&category2=ALDAR%20Pearl%C2%A0British%20Academy

C @ EinEs

a Bus Information

Emirates Transport

The buses we use are inspected by the Department of Transportation (DoT)
and have been given approval to operate. The team has been given training
in first aid, child protection and safety.

For any enquiries, please contact Emirates Transport:
Mohamed Rafaat 0545151752 or email pearlfdet.ae

E Bring Your Own Device

We continue our successful Bring Your Own Device (BYOD] initiative.

Children in Years 2 to 6 bring their own device to school every day and use it for
planned educational purposes throughout the day. Children in FS and Year 1 have
access to the school's own supply of iPads.
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For the 2022-2023 academic year, it is preferred that children bring an Apple device
to school. For BYOD to be successful, we ask that each parent sign the BYOD policy
before devices are brought to school. In addition to bringing their devices, we ask
that all children in Years 2 to 6 also bring their own headphones to school.

&l school Supplies

We provide all the resources the children require in order to access the
curriculum.
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-
Darna Rewards

The Darna Rewards Programme is a free application available to parents.
It enables them to earn points upon payment of tuition or for experiences
and purchases across Aldar and participating brands, which can then be
redeemed for future payments.

Parents register through the Darna Rewards application by using the same
email provided to the school. Points accrued will be added to the parents
account within seven days.

+ @ Online Education
=k Platforms

Each child registered in our school will receive a Microsoft Office login (@
thepearlacademy.net) that will be used to log in to Microsoft Teams and the
Onelogin (https://thepearlacademy.onelogin.com/portal).

From the Onelogin, children will be able to access all other educational digital
subscriptions such as Education City, Seesaw and Reading A-Z. These are set
up and rolled over at the beginning of each academic year.

soon0000

o0o®®

ALDAR ACADE Md i
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N
@ School Day Timings

All children should be in school for the National Anthem, which we play daily
at 7.44am. Children are registered in class from 7.45am.

The main school gate is open 24 hours a day. The side gates open at 7.30am.
Children in the EYFS must remain with parent or carer until they enter the
EYFS gate.

2024

Our school day finishes at 2.25pm for all children. Nursery finishes at 1.30pm
with option childcare offered until 2.25pm.

DAILY ABSENCE

If your child is ill, parents are requested to email the class teacher or
reception(dthepearlacademy.ae before 7.30am on the first day of absence.
One day of absence due toillness will be authorised. If your child is absent due
to illness for more than one day, we require a medical certificate authorised
by a doctor.

MONITORING ATTENDANCE

Your child’s class teacher is responsible for monitoring your child’s daily
attendance. If your child’s attendance becomes a cause for concern, Mrs
Barker, Head of Pastoral Care, will contact you to discuss ways forward.
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EARLY DEPARTURE FROM SCHOOL

We request that you do not collect your child early from school. In the
case where this is unavoidable (for example a medical appointment where
an after-school time was not available], we ask you to inform your child’'s
class teacher at least one day before early collection is required. Parents
are asked to present the medical appointment card to support the need
for the appointment to be made during the school day. Parents should
complete an Early Collection Form, which should be emailed to reception(d
thepearlacademy. sch.ae in advance.

o

PLANNED ABSENCE DURING TERM

Please note that the school does not authorise holidays taken during the
term. Requests for authorised absence must be made on a Request for
Absence Form given to the School PA, at least seven days in advance for the
principal's approval.
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am o1
Ehd Payment Information 2

School fees may be paid in the following ways: SCh OOI Fees
» Cheque made payable to Aldar Academies LLC - The Pearl Academy C .
ashless Payment Options

» Cash paid to the finance office within the school building

o
o~
o
o~
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» Bank transfer. Please reference your pupil code in the description and
upload a copy of your confirmation to our web application. This will assist

Dear Parents

) i h L We are writing to notify you about a change in the school’s policy regarding tuition fee payments. <
In reconciling t nt promptly. ©
us econc 9 e accou promptly To help collect payments in an efficient and streamlined manner and provide convenience to both <
yourselves and our school teams, we will no longer be accepting any cash transactions for your &
child’s school fees. =z
o
Below are the payment options now available to you: =
e Bank Transfer - Please include the Student Codes and Invoice References in the payment ;
description fields and please send an email confirmation of the payment to the school’s o
Bank Name: Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank finance email address. <
Bank Branch: Salam Branch, Abu Dhabi, UAE s Cheques - Please put these in a sealed envelope with the Student Codes and Invoice =
. & om References on the reverse of the cheque and submit it via the dedicated drop box placed at —
Account Name: Aldar Academies-T.Pearl P.S.LLC BR1 the school premises. Upon clearance of the cheque, a receipt will be issued to the registered =
Account Number: 10482902020002 email address within 3 working days. u
o
IBAN: AE56 0030 0104 8290 2020 002 * ‘Payit’ mobile phone application — the UAE'’s first all-in-one digital wallet by First Abu Dhabi <
o
- Bank (FAB) and available for download for free on iOS and Android devices.
Swift Code: ADCBAEAA (FAB)

The school will not be able to accept credit or debit card transactions.

We believe this change will benefit how our schools operate more efficiently to serve you and help
reduce the need for handling or transporting cash.

For ease, invoices will be shared to your registered email address and will be available on the
parent portal. We would kindly ask that fees are paid by the due date mentioned on the invoice.

We are here to help you however we can, so if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact the school’s finance team.

Kind Regards

Aldar Education — Finance puleill jlall
ALDAR EDUCATION
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ADEK Outstanding
Rating ék

BSO Outstanding
Rating é&

» Key
N3, Contacts

= Operations
Ms. Magdalena Anna Kantor
magdalena.kantor(@aldareducation.com
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= Parent Relations Executive
Mrs. Saleha Saeed
pre(dpearlbritishacademy.ae

= Accountant
Mrs. Simi Ummer
finance(@pearlbritishacademy.ae

= Admissions
Mrs. Heba Al Qablan
admissions(@pearlbritishacademy.ae

= PA to the Principal

Mrs. Jennibeth Domaya
paldpearlbritishacademy.ae
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